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Mark 13: 1-13 

As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large 

stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? 

Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”3When he was sitting on 

the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 
4“Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be 

accomplished?” 5Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many 

will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7When you hear of 

wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 
8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in 

various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birthpangs. 

 
9“As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be beaten in 

synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to 

them. 10And the good news must first be proclaimed to all nations. 11When they bring you to trial 

and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say; but say whatever is 

given you at that time, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 12Brother will betray 

brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put 

to death; 13and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end 

will be saved. 

 

 One week ago, people around the world commemorated the 100th anniversary of the 

armistice that ended World War I, the so-called “Great War” that lasted more than four years. 

Nine million combatants and seven million civilians died as a direct result of the war. Rather 

than being the “war to end all wars,” as it was hoped at the time, ongoing tensions and rivalries 

contributed to the start of the second World War twenty years later. 

 The catastrophic losses of World War I led to another form of death: the death of the 

Enlightenment ideal of optimism, the power of human progress to overcome whatever challenges 

may come our way.  This past week, The New York Times columnist David Brooks wrote about 

that loss of optimism in a column entitled, “The Struggle to Stay Human Amid the Fight”: 

 

Disillusionment was the classic challenge for the generation that fought and watched that 

war.  Before 1914, there was an assumed faith in progress, a general trust in the 

institutions and certainties of Western civilization. People, especially in the educated 

classes, approached life with a gentlemanly, sporting spirit…The war blew away those 

ideals and that faith in progress…European culture suffered a massive disillusion during 

the conflict—no God, no beauty, no coherence, no meaning, just the cruel ironic joke of 

life.1 

  

                                                 
1 David Brooks, “The Struggle to Stay Human Amid the Fight,” The New York Times, November 10, 2018. 
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 Violence, destruction, and death form the context for today’s lesson from Mark’s gospel. 

And like Europeans in the early 20th century, the early Christians to whom Mark was writing 

around forty years after Jesus’ death were disillusioned. The Jewish-Roman War of the years 66-

70 of the Common Era started in Jerusalem as an insurrection aimed at recovering the purity and 

independence of the Jerusalem Temple and of the nation of Israel. The war ended 

catastrophically, with the Temple and much of the city in ruins. When Mark quotes Jesus as 

saying, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will 

be thrown down,” it isn’t clear to biblical scholars and historians whether the Temple had 

actually been destroyed at that point, or whether Mark was writing during the war and 

anticipating the Temple’s ultimate destruction. In any event, the people of Israel are at war with 

the Romans and are in great danger, and the early Christians are caught up in the struggle. 

 Within that context, Mark writes what is called the “little apocalypse” in the 13th chapter 

of his gospel, recounting Jesus’ teaching to his disciples two days before the crucifixion. Jesus 

tells his followers that the earthquakes, famines, and wars they will experience are“but the 

beginning of the birthpangs,” the ushering in of a new age, the Last Days when the Son on Man 

will come in glory. These will be perilous times, as they will be beaten, betrayed, and called to 

give an account for themselves before the authorities.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 In the face of this, “in the meantime” between Jesus’ death and his coming again, Jesus 

tells them to remain faithful. They must“proclaim the good news to all the nations,” 

notwithstanding the danger that puts them in. And they must not be afraid when they are brought 

to trial, because the Holy Spirit will speak for them. Jesus says, “you will be hated by all because 

of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” In the face of hatred, violence, 

and conflict, Jesus calls his followers to meet those challenges with active resistance, and patient 

endurance. 

   

 The Episcopal priest and author Fleming Rutledge says that for us, as for the early 

followers of Jesus, the Church has “…a double calling: active resistance and patient endurance. 

Active resistance, because the Beast (the power of evil that is ever around us) is truly evil. 

Patient endurance, because only God can choose the time for God’s final appearance."2 

 There was a display of active resistance here in Akron, three weeks ago, when hundreds 

of people—Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, and Christians—-gathered at the Jewish Community 

Center for an Interfaith Vigil in response to the murder of eleven Jews gathered for sabbath 

worship in Pittsburgh the previous Saturday. Some of you may have been there.  In his poignant 

and inspiring reflection at the vigil, Rabbi Josh Brown of Temple Israel said that even before the 

slaughter at Tree of Life Synagogue, there had been an alarming increase in anti-Semitism in this 

country. Indeed, this past week the FBI released its annual hate crimes report, hate crimes being 

defined “as those motivated by bias based on a person’s race, religion, and sexual orientation.”3 

 In 2017, hate crimes in the United States increased 17%, the third consecutive year of an 

increase. Anti-Semitic hate crimes increased 37%. Hate crimes against African-Americans 

increased 16%. We must actively resist such hatred and the growing number of hate groups—of 

which there are 953 in this country, including 31 in Ohio4— that are organizing to promote and 

                                                 
2 Fleming Rutledge, Advent: The Once and Future Coming (Grand Rapids, Eerdmans Publishing, 2018),  Kindle 

Loc 4056. 
3 “FBI Hate Crime Statistics 2017,” Akron Beacon Journal, 11/14/18. 
4 https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map, accessed 11/15/18. 

https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map
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act upon their hatred of others, especially religious and ethnic minorities and transgendered 

people. 

 That is why the response to the Pittsburgh shootings in Akron and elsewhere was so 

powerful and so important. At the vigil Rabbi Brown said, “we don’t have a security crisis in this 

country; we have a moral crisis in this country,” and called on us to embody love, and work 

against hate, in our lives as individuals and as a community. The Hazzan of Temple Beth El 

described, in simple and profound words, how we can do that: by choosing to act, wherever we 

may be, with love, companionship, and compassion. 

 Love, companionship, and compassion. Three weeks ago, in Akron, there was a powerful 

example of that. You may have read about it in the Beacon Journal. On Sunday morning, the day 

after the slaughter in Pittsburgh, when Rabbi Brown arrived at Temple Israel to unlock the doors 

for Sunday School, he saw on the door a handwritten note from the Islamic Society of Akron and 

Kent saying, “our hearts go out to you upon the desecration of your community in Pittsburgh.” 

On the sidewalk outside the doors was written in chalk in foot-high letters the words, “You are 

loved.” The sentiments expressed by the Islamic Society were not new sentiments. They were the 

fruit of monthly conversations between the people of the Islamic Society and of Temple Israel 

that have been ongoing for two years, conversations across both similarity and difference that 

have borne fruit in deep relationships and in active resistance to hatred and to all that opposes the 

God of Abraham. 

 A few days after the vigil, Rabbi Brown sent an email to the clergy who had attended the 

vigil, thanking us for our support and inviting us to attend an interfaith rally on November 15 

outside the internment camp at which youth are being held in El Paso, Texas, a tent shelter 

equipped to house nearly 4,000 immigrant minors. He wrote,  “I know it is a lot to ask for people 

to join in person. I was not going to go until the shootings happened last week, when I decided 

that, for me, the time for sitting still has passed.” Rabbi Brown was in Texas this week along 

with a Temple Israel congregant and 300 others who gathered at that internment camp in Texas 

in active resistance to what they view as a violation by the United States government of the 

biblical injunction in the Book of Leviticus that says:  “When the alien resides with you in your 

land, you shall not oppress the alien.  The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the 

citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt” 

(Leviticus 19:33-34).  

 

 Active resistance, and patient endurance. In David Brooks' reflection in The New York 

Times on the aftermath of World War I, he writes of the parallels between the disillusionment 

after World War I and the widespread disillusionment today: 

 

Some of the disillusioned drop out of public life, since it’s all meaningless. But others 

want to burn it all down because it’s all rotten. Moderation is taken for cowardice. 

Aggression is rewarded as courage. No conciliatory word is permitted when a fighting 

word will do. Today we face no horrors equal to the Great War, but there is the same loss 

of faith in progress, in the reality of endless political trench warfare, the paranoid 

melodrama, the specter that we are all being dehumanized amid the fight.5 

 

 Given this context, we need to remember that as Christians, our call is not to be 

optimistic, but to be hopeful. Optimism is centered on us, on what human beings can do to make 

                                                 
5 David Brooks, 11/10/18. 
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this a better world, and lately we’re not doing a very good job of it, are we?  Hope, on the other 

hand, is centered on God, and on God’s promise of “a new heaven and a new earth” (Rev 21:1), 

the ultimate fulfillment of all creation in the Reign of God, the Reign of love, justice, and peace 

of which Jesus gave us a foretaste, and that is our final destiny.   

 In her book The Rapture Exposed: The Message of Hope in the Book of Revelation, 

biblical scholar Barbara Rossing writes, “apocalyptic hope teaches us a fierce, urgent, and 

wonderful hope—not an easy comfort, but a hope that knows the reality of terror and evil and 

still can testify to God’s love in the face of that terror.”6 Active resistance and patient endurance 

are our testimony to our trust in the abiding power of God’s love while we live in the meantime 

between the Incarnation of Jesus and his coming again.  

  

 Nowadays we in mainline churches don’t talk much about the Last Days—the last 

judgment and the Second Coming of Christ. In the past fifty years, the fundamentalist, absurd 

interpretation of the Book of Revelation in Hal Lindsay’s book The Late Great Planet Earth and 

in the Left Behind series of books and movies, convinced many of us in mainlines churches that 

we shouldn’t take the Last Days all that seriously. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 But the thing is, whenever we say in the Apostles’ Creed, “He ascended to heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living 

and the dead,” we confess that we do take the Second Coming and the last judgment seriously. 

We can make that confession of faith together, not because we want to frighten ourselves and 

others with the threat of hellfire and brimstone, as some wish to do when they talk about the Last 

Days, but because we really do trust that God’s love will have the last word.  

 In the meantime, until Christ comes again to judge the living and the dead, we are called 

to live with active resistance to all that opposes God, and with patient endurance in our waiting, 

because we can trust in God’s promise that, in the Last Days, God’s love will prevail in “a new 

heaven and a new earth” where all creation will be “made new” (Rev. 21:5). That, my brothers 

and sisters in Christ, is the good news that is the substance of our hope, and the basis of our life 

together as a Christian community that can, and should, stake our lives on God’s promise that, in 

the face of hatred, violence, and injustice, God’s love, peace, and justice with prevail. 

  

 So, with the confidence we share as the people of God, let us now stand and confess our 

faith as we say, together, the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

                                                 
6 Barbara Rossing, The Rapture Exposed: The Message of Hope in the Book of Revelation (New York: Basic Books, 

2004), 170. 


